
Frequently Asked Questions

Are you planning to convert US 53 to a freeway?
This study does not provide any funding to physically convert
US 53. The study only establishes the plan and official map that preserves the
land necessary to for the ultimate vision of US 53.

US 53 is currently designated as an expressway between Solon Springs and
Kent Road and as a freeway between Kent Road and the south city limits of
Superior.

There are a number of possibilities for US 53, one of which is a freeway. other
options include intelligent traffic system and expressway enhancements and/or
modifications. While it is likely that some segments of US 53 will be designed to
a freeway standard, WisDOT cannot predict at this time whether all segments
will become freeways or when that will actually happen.

When might improvements be made?
That is difficult to predict given the current funding situation for these types of
highway projects. There are numerous locations across the state where similar
or greater needs are also competing for scarce project funding. However,
without a completed study it is almost impossible for project dollars to be
obtained since there would be no specific plan in place to justify project dollars.
Thus, the study is the first requisite step in even being able to compete for actual
construction funding.

How might this plan affect agricultural operations, emergency
services, and other public services such as school bus routes?
W|SDOT recognizes that the study must also examine the local transportation
network to safely balance the access and mobility needs of the area. This
includes looking at current agricultural, emergency services, and other public
services such as bus routes.

The study team will also be in direct contact with representatives of all those
concerned and will make every attempt to accommodate their needs and desires
within the final highway plan. In many cases, access can be improved or at
least maintained to current levels. However, one of the impacts of
freeway/expressway conversion is the replacement of direct private and public
access points with selective grade-separated locations. This will require some
traffic patterns to be altered to achieve access to US 53 or over US 53.

How can I get involved and stay informed?
Public meetings will offer opportunities to provide early input on the study needs
and issues.. lf you received this mail ing, you are included in our mail ing
database. lf you know of others who did not receive a mailing or who wish to be
included, please contact one of the individuals listed to the right.

Contact information:
W|SDOT iD :  1195-00 -06

Marc Bowker
P lann ing  Eng inee r
7t5-635-4975
marc.  bowker@dot.wi .  gov

Chr is  Ouel le t te
Communicat ion Manager
7  15 -833 -9814
ch ris.ouellette@dot.wi. gov
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Solon Spri ngs Superior

Frequently Asked Questions
Who is conducting the Gorridor Preservation study?
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT), Northwest Region is conducting the study.

Where exactly are the study limits?
The study limits extend between the railroad approximately 3 miles north of Solon Springs and 53rd Avenue
in the city of Superior and pass through the towns of Solon Springs, Bennett, Hawthorne, Amnicon, and
Parkland and into the city of Superior. The project is approximately 23 miles in length along US 53 and will
include up to one and half miles of US 2 east of US 53. The study limits also include an area approximately
one mile each side of US 53.

What is the study all about?
The purpose of the study is to develop a longterm vision for the corridor that would plan for future
improvements. The study will include identification of locations for future grade-separated intersections along
US 53 to preserve long-term mobility and safety of the highway. lmprovements will also be considered at the
existing US 53/US 2 interchange. The study will officially map and preserve the future right-of-way necessary
to construct the improvements that would be needed. Since there are no project dollars programmed for the
physical construction, this study is critical to preserve the necessary right-of-way until construction funds are
ultimately obtained.

Why does WisDOT feel a corridor preservation study is needed at this time?
While this segment of US 53 is operating within its designed capacity limits, over time increasing traffic and
development are likely to create spot operational and safety issues. A long-term solution is to consider
grade-separated intersections at strategic locations to help preserve the mobility and safety of the highway. lt
would also include other improvements throughout the corridor such as the construction of overpasses and
cul-de-sacs and developing a local transportation network near the grade-separated intersections to safely
balance access and mobil ity needs.

A completed Corridor Preservation study will also provide a blueprint by which local development can be
planned and implemented in harmony with the operational demands of the highway. Failure to make these
decisions today may prevent WisDOT from implementing an efficient, safe, and financially effective solution in
the future when funding becomes available.

US 53 is a Backbone Route in WisDOT's Connections 2030 Plan, and this segment of the corridor is also part
of the National Highway System (NHS). The plan places a high priority in
protecti n g h ig hway i nvestments that connect major econom iclpopulation
centers and carry long-distance, statewide traffic.

The US 53 corridor has been recognized as an important route and this segment
of US 53 was designated as an expressway or f reeway in the 1960's and 1970's.
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